


Planning Commission Resolution 2007-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAFAYETTE
DENYING WITHOUT PREJUDICE 11DP97-06 ERIC STRAND (APPLICANT & OWNER), LR-10
ZONING: Request for: (1) Hillside Development Permit pursuant to Section 6-2015 of the Lafayette
Municipal Code (LMC), (2) Design Review approval pursuant to Section 6-1903 LMC, and (3)
Grading permit pursuant to Chapter 3-7 LMC to construct a new, approximately 4,000 sq.ft. one-story
single-family residence with basement with a maximum ridge height of approximately 29-ft. above
existing grade on a 5.3-acre vacant parcel in the Hillside Overlay District on Burton Ridge at 10 Vista
del Valle off Michael Lane. APN 23 8-080-035 (Reference siting determination application HDP7O-04
and previously withdrawn single-family residence application HDP83-05).

RECITALS

A. On September 20, 2004 Erik Strand submitted an application for Hillside Development Permit
requesting siting determination from the Planning Commission for a new single-family residence
on the vacant lot on Burton Ridge (file number HDP7O-04). This, in order to avoid the time and
cost of full design development on a site that the Planning Commission might not support. After
siting determination by the Planning Commission, the applicant could pursue full design
development with a high degree of comfort that the site would be supported by the Planning
Commission, which would take final action on the project. Planning staff deemed the application
incomplete on October 20, 2004. Based on additional submittals, staff deemed the application
complete, for the purposes of siting determination only, on February 7, 2005 and scheduled the
matter on the next available Planning Commission agenda February 17, 2005.

B. Through a series of five meetings from February to May 2005, the Planning Commission
considered the opportunities and constraints analysis submitted by the applicant and an off site
visibility analysis prepared by staff, amongst other exhibits in the record. The Planning
Commission also conducted an afternoon-long publicly noticed site visit to walk the potential
building sites and view story poles.

On May 19, 2005, after substantial public input and significant deliberation, the Planning Commission
determined the most appropriate site for building on the vacant parcel, considering the goals of the
General Plan, the City's zoning ordinance, Hillside Development regulations and adopted Residential
Design Review Guidelines. The Planning Commission adopted a statement of findings which was
accompanied by a map showing the determined location (Attachment 1). The statement of findings
included the following text:

Recognizing that there is a relationship between house size and the impacts
it creates, and that the subject parcel is very heavily constrained, the
house shall be no larger than 2,000 square feet plus 2-car garage [-500
sq.ft.] unless the applicant can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the
Planning Commission that a larger home would have no additional impacts.

C. On September 19, 2005 Ward Young Architects, on behalf of Erik Strand, filed applications for
Hillside Development Permit, design review and grading permit, requesting review and approval
of a project to construct a new, approximately 4,000 sq.ft. one-story single-family residence with
basement on a 5.3-acre vacant hillside lot on Burton Ridge, in the Hillside Overlay District (file
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